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than the dynasty. With England, for instance, there could
be no permanent alliance, because in England domestic poli-
tics take precedence over foreign affairs. Political parties,
which alternate in the government of a country, do not nec-
essarily recognize the obligations of their predecessors, and
the monarch is not strong enough by himself to uphold his
foreign policy against the party momentarily in power. . , ,
With us, as in Austria, the case is different. In these two
countries, although they also have parliamentary institu-
tions, there exists a sufficiently strong monarchy to be able
to carry out its treaty promises under all circumstances." 37
Nevertheless, Bismarck gradually came to regard with
favor Italy's application for an alliance, owing to certain
advantages it would have for Germany. But as the German
Empire did not touch Italian territory, and was not so
directly interested as Austria in a number of troublesome
points which would have to be settled, Bismarck suggested
that Austria should negotiate the terms of the treaty with
Italy. The Italian Ambassador at Berlin was told that
"the key to the door which leads to us must be sought in
Vienna,"a8 Accordingly, the ensuing Austro-Italian nego-
tiations, with occasional suggestions from Bismarck, ulti-
mately resulted in the Triple Alliance Treaty signed at
Vienna on May 20, 1882, by Kulnoky, Robilant, and
Reuss.80
The general purposes of Austria, Italy, and Germany
were, according to the preamble, "to augment the guaran-
tees of peace in general, to strengthen the monarchical prin-
ciple, and by this to insure intact the maintenance of the
social and political order in their respective states by agree-
ing to conclude a treaty which by its essentially conservative
and defensive character aimed only to protect them against
the dangers which might menace the safety of their states
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